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Canadian -Army Signals Have Big Job
In the. Northland with Radio Service

carried on by the Canadian Army
in years. 01 peace is the 22 siatlon
communications nelwork of -the
North West Territorles and Yukon
Radio System wWhich serves isola-
ted communities. in - Cansda's vast
norihwest. -

shoulder flashes of the Royal Cana=

fromtier,
on happenings snd demands of the
rich, rugged, untamed Yukon and
Northwest Territorics. - From the
western ehores of Hudson's Bay o
the Alpska Border, wherever ©om-
mercial or government activitles de-
maend, small erews of Signalmen
keep commumications open  end
thus provide the vital service neces-
sary to opening and developing a
new country.

The network, linked like a spider-
web to the powerful transmitter
“YED" at Edmonten, carries all
meszagos in and out for commercial
and government agencies, Virtually
nothing goes on in the north outside
the knowledge of the signalmen,
corporals, sergeants and warrant of-

mitter.

Each day, the air is {illed with
hundreds of Morse-code messages
iwhich range from persenal greet-
ings and mining operation orders to
meteorological reports andl  bush

country flight plans, From the|!
shores of the Arctic ocean to Can- |.

ada's outside, the NWT & ¥ Radio
System has in its 25 years of de-
velopment become a part of the
north,

Wining in the Mayo district of|.

the Yukon 25 vears ago gave the
Army its stort in northern com-
munications. &0 supply necessary
linkage with the rest of Canadsa,
signallers established a station at
Moye =nd ene at Dawson City
whieh, by means of an cxisting land
line eould occasionally relay mes-
rages to Vancouver, The army es-
tablished this small system where
olther government agencies had de-
clined. It was what might be lerin-
ed an "aceidental start™

Since the herdships of those early
doys NWT & Y has grown with
the country.
lumbering, navigation. flying and
1he developemnt of & rich unknown
domain hag continually demanded
cwider communications. Where
‘peaple and industry settled, stations
were built and manned,

Today, in the Werth, in places
such as Yellowknife, Norman Wells,
Aklavik, Fort Simpson and Fort
'Smith and § other points olong the
MackHenzie Basin, the navigable
route inte the Nerth iz well guarded
by personnel of the Royal Canadian
Corps of Signals. Along this supply
route lie the lacger centres of de-
volopmernt. Every resident fs as
close to "oulside™ Canada a8 his
nearest signals detachment,

' Pitchblend at Port Radium, sitc
of Eldorade Mine brought signatlers
there. The supply of the Yukon and
the importance of Whitehorse war-
variled the establizhernnt of o sta-
tion at the north end of the While
Pass and Yukon Railway. DMeter-
ological data, trapping and mining
exploration brought such names as
Baker Lake, Brochet and Fort Re-

Men wearing blue and white}:

dian Corps of Signals, permanently |
located In putppsis of a developlog).
p dawn to dawn vigils |

ficers who man each powerful trans- |

Mining, trapping,|

One of the most important jobs

liance onfo the master register of|
the NWT & Y Radio System. |
| A community in the north mey
range anywhere from a few houses
grouped iogether.to & lauge town
such as Yellowknife, but in-each
community the army man and his
family are clarsed with leading citl-
zens. Not only is he the provider
of linkage with the outside, an army
mun deing a job, but 2qually im-!
~portant he-ls a citizen of the com-
 mtinity. With- special equipmient.
cand- facilitles at his dispesal and
wide fraining in his background, he’
and his family become true north-
erners in every sens¢ of the word
and live up o the northern code
“help your fellow  citizen.” In
seversl cases an army signaller has
becn elected Mayor of his com-
munity. :

Military records over the past
vesrs have shown a fairly regular
pattern regarding northern pestings.
In many cases soldiers posted to
the north before the war have
“gone In” simply to get northern
service over and done with. 1t has
be¢n found almost without cxeep-
tion that @ year or 50 of service
under conditions of the nerth have
brought about a change of heart and
that further northern postings were
by preference. Today it is a (3
matter to find many signallers with
10 to 15 years of northern service
under their belts

All sorts of unigue jobs poss
through the hands of the morthern
signal erews. In the early 30':
army radios helped Royal Canedian
Mpunted Police search out the, Mad
Trapper and two sigonllers actually
100k part in the chase. S5gt E. F.
Hersey (now Major) who was
wounded by the Mad Trapper and
QMS H. F. Riddell inow Major)
were In the posse which irekked
across the snow to finish the killer,

When the “Truculent Turtle”
made its history making flight from
Hawaii to Egypt following Werld
War 1L, signolmen in Aklavik were
giving “met” reports direct before
the plane lefi the airfield. A short
time ngo Canada's most northern
station on the delta of the Mac-
kenzie passed greeting messages to

a party of Australian sclentisty on
Heard Islend in ‘the Antarctic.
Mounted Police on their rounds,
river boals supplying the horth, gll
alrcraft passing overhesd as well
ab mining and -trapping reporis aro
logged on, the signallers books.

- One of today's most important
joba g the gathering and dlspatch
‘of meterological data for world wea-
ther foressis. Every hour, both day
and might, glgnallers -versed in
“met”  methods read stmospheric
conditions and forward thelr hiero-
gliphics to compllation centres in
Canada and the United States. These
men of the Norlh give you your
dally {orecasts. .

In the past year three new stations
were added to Northwest Territorics
and Yukon Radio System. Hadio
men from the training centre at
Camp Borden and other points in
Canada have gone ints the North.
New bulldings and transmitters
have been added to the ajr-waves.
Plans are slready on the drafting
boards for further expansion of the'
organization which now serves one
and one half milllon square miles
,of rich Canada.

A development carried out by
RC Sigs slnce war years is the
establishment of. radio broadcast
stations to sexrve thelr aréas with
regular radio programs. For norih-
orn residents within sound of CHAK
Alklavikk, CFWH Whitchorse, CFNW
Norman Wells, CFHE Hay River and
CFYT af Dawson City regular
broadcasts of favourite programs
are providing daily listenér intersst
and helping to ease a natural fecl-
ing of i=olation.

Teday there are about 140 non-
commissioned officers and men
north of ihe 56th parallel, an aver=-
age on sbout one in every 11,000
square miles. There are thelr wives
and families, In about 1-3rd of the
total area of Canada, the Royal
Canadian Corps of Signals has be-
como as muech a part of the north
s Lthe trapper, miner and bush pilot

whe are widening the vast unknown.|



